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Biographical  Memorial  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush. 

Benjamin  rusk  was  bom  near  Philadelphia}  bn  the  24th  of  Decern* 
her,  1745.  ^ 

His  father  died  while  he.  was  young}  leaving  him  to  the  care  of  a  good 
mother.  At  an  early  age  he  was  sent  to  a  private  school  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  Finley}  then  residing  at  Nottingham}  Cecil  county,  Maryland^  but 
afterwards  president  of  New  Jersey  College. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen}  he  entered  the  college  just  mentioned}  then  under 
the  presidency  of  the  pious  and  eloquent  Dr.  DavieS}  and  graduated  ^  Bache¬ 
lor  of  Arts”  in  the  autumn  of  1760. 

His  progress  in  study  was  rapid}  and  evinced  those  intellectual  qualities, 
■ibr  which  he  was  ever  distinguished.  In  the  exercise  of  public  speaking  he 
was  peculiarly  happy,  insomuch  that  his  friends  strongly  recommended  to 
his  choice  the  Law.  as  a  profession.  By  the  advice  of- his  old  preceptor  Or. 
Finley}  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  his  genius  and  his  temper,  he, 
fortunately  perhaps,  selected  the  profession  of  medicine. 

He  commenced  his  medical  studies  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  RedmaU}  of 
Philadelphia,  with  whom  he  continued  six  years.  It  is  stated  as  a  fact,  that  in 
this  long  apprenticeship  he  was  absent  from  his  studies  only  two  days.  This 
of  itself  was  ominous  of  future  eminence. 

In  1766}  he  embarked  for  Edinburgh,  where  he  remained  a  student  of  me- 
i^cine  until  the  spring  of  1768,  when  he  received  his  Medical  Degree  from 
the  hands  of  Drs.  Cullen,  Black,  Gregory  and  Robertson.  His  thesis, « de 
coctione  ciborum  in  ventriculo.** 

Dr.  Rush  spent  the  ensuing  winter  in  London,  in  the  spring  passed  over  to 
Paris,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia  in  the  summer  of  1769. 

Whilst  travelling,  he  was  sedulously  employed  in  the  acquisition  of  sci¬ 
ence,  and  general  learning  connected  with  medicine. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1769,  Dr.  Rush  was  unanimously  elected  Professor 
of  chemistry,  in  the  college  of  Philadelphia. 

He  soon  became  extensively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession;  at 
the  same  time  devoting  his  leisure  to  reading,  and  writing  on  subjects  of. 
science,  morals  and  politics. 

At  this  period  in  the  history  of  our  country,  the  Americans  awoke  from  a 
long  lethargy  arising  from  an  easy  subsistence  and  monotonous  contentment, 
and  displayed  a  sudden  ardour  ibr  innovation.  The  passions  were  stimulated, 
to  new  desires,  the  intellectual  faculties  to  increased  energies.  An  elevation 
of  thought  every  where  accompanied  an  elevation  of  conduct,  and  a  thirst 
for  political  liberty  became  almost  universal.  In  the  midst  of  this  fermen¬ 
tation,  the  genius  of  Dr.  Rush  was  inspired  by  a  kindred  excitement,  and  his 
bosom  glowed  with  the  ardour  of  a  pure  patriot.  The  idea  of  emancipation 
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,  > 
frQm  i.  foreign  power,  and  of  substituting  a  national  independence,  generated 

enthusiasm  and  quickened  enterprise  among  the  people.  His  eye  in  a  mo« 
ment  glanced  over  the  political  landscape;  the  prospect  was  charming  to  the 
philosopher  and  the  friend  of  man.  His  heart  exulted  in  the  near  approach  of 
national  liberty.  He  caught  up  his  pen  at  once  to  enlighten  and  fortify  the 
popular  mind|  and  stimulate  all  to  luminous  action.  Casting  his  observation 
•  upon  the  state  of  society  immediately  about  his  person,  he  saw  a  portion  of 
his  fellow  beings  in  a  condition  not  to  be  interested  in  the  question  of  national 
freedom.  Individual  slavery  was  tolerated  by  the  laws  of  the  land  in  which  he 
lived.  How,  thought  he,  can  a  people  holding  thousands  of  human  creatures 
in  abject  bondage,  look  to  the  Creator  of  all  for  aid  in  a  struggle  for  national 
emancipation? 

In  ;the  year  1771  Dr.  Rush  published  essays  against  Negro  Slavery,  and 
subsequently  others  on  a  topic  nearly  allied  to  personal  liberty  and  individual 
rights— Capital  Punishments.  In  both  he  displayed  popular  talents  as  an 
author,  and  a  temper  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity  and  the  sent!* 
ments  of  pure  morality.  His  labours  resulted  in  salutary  modifications  of  the 
penal  code,  and  an  amelioration  of  slavery,  at  least  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
penitentiary  is  a  monument  of  his  genius,  and  the  gradual  disappearance  of 
humitn  slavery  an  eulogium  on  his  memory. 

Dr.  Rush  was  an  early  and  efficient  advocate  of  the  independence  of  the 
colonies.  Stimulating  his  fellow  citizens  by  his  energy  and  his  example,  he 
encouraged  them  to  resist  the  pretensions  of  the  mother  country.  His  labours 
were  not  confined  to  lus  desk,  or  to  the  social  circle  of  his  neighbours  and 
friends.  He  was  a  member  of  congress,  and  signed  the  Declaration  of  Inde> 
pendence,  in  1776. 

In  1777  he  was  appointed  physician  general  to  the  American  army. 

In  1778  he  resumed  the  private  practice  of  medicine,  the  emoluments  of 
which  he  had  freely  sacrificed  to  the  higher  interests  of  his  country. 

Having  devoted  himself  for  nine  years  to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  he 
appeared  again  in  a  political  capacity.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state  conven* 
tion,  which  adopted  and  ratified  the  federal  constitution,  in  1788. 

In  1789,  he  was  elected  to  the  chair  of  “  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Phy¬ 
sic"  in  the  college  of  Philadelphia. 

In  1791,  the  College  of  Philadelphia  and  University  of  Pennsylvania  hav¬ 
ing  been  united.  Dr.  Rush  was  appointed  to  teach  the  Institutes  of  Medicine 
and  Clinical  Practice;"  and  in  1805,  “  Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice 
of  Physic  and  of  Clinical  .  Medicine." 

Dr.  Rush  was  long  treasurer  of  the  United  States  Mint;  and  thirty  years  a 
physician  to  the  Pennsylva  Hospital,  during  which  long  period  of  service, 
he  never  failed  in  attendance,  within  ten  minutes  of  the  time  appointed  to 
prescribe  for  the  patients,  unless  confined  himself  by  sickness.  This  fact  is 
well  authenticated  at  the  Hospital,  and  speaks  a  volume  of  praise  on  his  con¬ 
stancy  to  duty,  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  humanity. 

In  1793,  Philadelphia  was'  invaded  by  the  Yellow  Fever.  The  services  of 
Dr.  Rush  in  that  awful  crisis  have  deservedly  been  celebrated  in  almost  every 
pan  of  the  world.  His  sympathy  and  professional  skill,  displayed  in  the  gra¬ 
tuitous  and  successful  administration  of  relief  to  the  afflicted  city,  have  idcn- 


I 


.  Siogra/iAieal  Memorial  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush.  3 

■V* 

tiiied  his  name  'with  rehown.  In  his  amiable  solicitude  for  the  recove^  of  his 
patients,  no  less  for  stranger  than  an  acquaintance,  ho  less  for  the  poor  than 
the  wealth]r,he  confronted  death  itself— fearless  of  personal  exposure,  heedless 
of  the  envious  derision  of  his  remedies,  and  disregarding  the  misrepresenta* 
tion  of  his  motives.  To  many  now  living  he  was  in  that  dreadful  season  of 
■universal  calamity  a  messenger  of  life,  while  thousands,  hurried  away  to  the 
regions  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  returns,  with  their  expiring  prayers 
invoked  blessings  on  his  head. 

In  1798,  Philadelphia  was  visited  by  the  same  epidemic.  His  gratuitous 
services. at  the  Hospital  on  tliis  occasion  weje  commemorated  by  the  presen¬ 
tation  of  an  elegant  piece  of  plate,  appropriately  inscribed,  from  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Dr.  Rush’s  reputation  occupied  an  extended  sphere.  It  encompassed  all 
Christendom.  Of  this  unquestionable  testimony  can  be  cited. 

He  was  an  honorary  member  of  almost  all  Literary  and  Medical  Institu¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States.  ' 

He  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Edinbuigh,  whilst  a  stu¬ 
dent  of)  its  University;  and  he  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  well  known 
“  Revolution  Club.” 

He  was  chosen  corresponding  member  of  « the  London  Society  for  the 
encouragement  of  Arts  and  Manufactures,”  in  1772. 

In  1786,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  “Milan  Society  of  Arts  and 
Science.”  . 

,  V 

In  1791,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  German  Society  of  “  Naturae 
’  Cuiiosorum.” 

'  In  1805,  he  answered  certain  interrogatories  from  the  Prussian  govem- 
'  ment  on  Yellow  Fever,  for  which,  as  a  compliment  from  the  king,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  coronation  medal. 

In  1 806,  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  King  of  Spain,  for  answers  to  queries 
on  the  same  subject. 

In  1807,  he  received  a  gold  medal  from  the  Queen  of  Etruria. 

In  the  same  year,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  National  Institute,  class' 
of  fine  arts,  and  in  1 808  a  member  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  at  Paris. 

Id  1811,  Alexander, -Emperor  of  Russia,  complimented  hb  medical  cha-' 
racter,  by  presenting  him  with  a  diamond  ring. 

The  writings  of  Dr.  Rush  are  popular,  and  have  been  widely  circulated^ 
They  are— 

“  Sermons  to  gentlemen  on  Temperance  and  Exercise.” 

“  Treatise  on  Inoculation.” 

t 

**  Treatise  on  Language.” 

Treatise  on  the  Moral  Faculty.” 

“  Letter  to  Dr.  Lettsom,  on  Tetanus.” 

Essay  on  Maple  Sugar.” 

“  Essay  on  Capital  Punishments.”  » 

“  Introductory  Lectures.”  . 

“  Essays,  Moral,  Literary,  and  Philosophical.” 

“  Medical  Enquiries  and  Observations.”  This  work  embraces  a  number 
■  of  volumes,  published  at  various  times  from  1789  to  181 1,  which  have  passed 


A  Biographical  Memorial  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Ruth. 

through  several  editions.  His  friend  the  late  Dr.  Lettsom,  a  distinguished 
physician  of  London».thus  criticised  their  contents.  “  The  work  of  Professor 
Rush  on  the  yellow  fever,  his  publication  on  the  remittent  bilious  fever,  and 
numerous  other  interesting  and  luminous  essays  now  enrich  the  libraries  of 
'  many  medical  practitioners  in  Europe.  I  cannot  omit  noticing  the  vast  efforts 
of  genius,  the  novelty  and  bold  decision  in  medical  practice,  and  the  ampli* 
4ude  of  experiment  which  hia  great  work  on  the  yellow  fever  every  where 
elicits.  When  this  grand  production,  uniting  in  an  almost  unprecedented  de« 
gree,  sagacity  and  judgment,  first  appeared,  Europe  was  astonished.**^ 

In  1802,  he  published  a  volume  entitled  Diseases  of  the  Mind,’*  a  lasting 
memorial  of  his  literary  and  professional  abilities. 

In  this  record  of  his  useful  labours,  his  letter  to  Dr.  Belknap  on  the  use  of 
.the  Bible  as  a  school  book,  his  oration  on  the  death  of  Rittenhouse,  and  his 
oration  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Cullen  deserve  to  be  inserted. 

.  Besides,  Dr.  Rush  published  many  valuable  essays  in  the  different  period!* 
cal  publications  of  this  country;  not  a  few  of  which  have  been  translated  into 
the  various  languages  of  Europe,  and  reprinted  there  with  the  most  favoura* 
ble  criticisms. 

In  the  latter  years  of  his  life  Dr.  Rush,  confined  his  reading  to  medical 
and  religious  books.  He  read  with  facility  Latin,  Greek,  French,  Italian,  and 
Spanish.  In  his  native  tongue  he  conversed  and  wrote  with  perspicuity  and  ' 
elegance.  Perceiving  the  evening  of  his  life  at  hand,  he  had  designed  to  con¬ 
clude  his  literary  and  professional  writings  by  a  work  to  be  entitled  ^  The 
Medicine  of  the  Bible.”  It  appears  by  notes  in  his  possession  at  his  death, 
that  his  leisure  hours  had  been  for  some  time  spent  in  preparation  for  this 
work.  On  his  death  bed  he  regretted  that  it  must  be  lost.  His  notes  in  this 
particular  being  too  limited  to  be  filled  up  by  another  hand,  the  world  and 
especially  the  friends  of  the  Bible  have  to  lament  the  dispensation  which 
prevented  its  execution  by  his  pen. 

Dr.  Rush  was  occupied  forty  three  years  in  the  practice  of  his  profession; 
and  although,  he  never  enjoyed  robust  health,  yet,  such  were  the  regularity 
and  temperance  of  his  habits,  that  he  seldom  suffered  severely  from  indis¬ 
position.  In  his.  last  years  he  .  was  troubled  with  «  tuasia  aenilia”  or,  old  man*a 
cough,  This  was  not  unexpected  to  him.  It  followed  slight  pulmonary  symp¬ 
toms  that  indicated  consumption  even  in  his  youth. 

Dr.  Rush  died  of  an  epidemic  called  “  the  Typhus”  or  “  Spotted  Fever” 
on  the  19th  of  April,  1813.  He  was  perfectly  rational,  and  in  the  utmost  com¬ 
posure  resigned  his  long  and  glorious  life.  His  last  moments  were  spent  in 
prayer,  and  suitable  preparation  for  his  expected  departure  to  an  eternal 
world. 

In  1776.  Dr.  Rush  married  Miss  Julia  Stockton,  daughter  of  the  venerable 
patriot-judge,  Richard  Stockton  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  This  amiable  lady, 
well  qualified  to  be  the  partner  of  Rush,  and  a  numerous  respectable  family 
of  children,  yet  live  to  mingle  their  grief  with  the  sorrows  of  a  whole  com¬ 
munity  for  the  loss  of  a  great  and  good  man 

A  solemn  and  long  procession  went  with  his  remains  to  the  grave.  He  was 
interred  in  a  manner  that  gave  ample  testimony  of  his  living  w  orth.  The  sod 
which  covers  him,  was  literally  bedewed  with  .the  tears  of  thousands  of  his 
fellow  citizens. 
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It  would  be  supererogation  to  eulogize  the  chracter  of  Dr/Rush  as  a  Phy> 
sician.  Its  celebrity,  as  established  in  the  premises,  can  not  be  enhanced  by 
posthumous  praise. 

•  In  the  chair,  as  professor,  he  was  an  able  instructor,  and  popular  lecturer; 
In  his  family,  among  his  friends,  in  his  civil  and  professional  duties,  in  every 
relation  to  society,  no  one,  it  is  believed,  would  qualify  his  memoirs  with  an 
exception.  Were  hours  consumed  in  speaking  his  praises,  more  could  not  be 
said.  But  this  is  the  meed  which  justice  accords  to  his  memory. 

Of  his  religious  character,  we  will  speak  with  deference  to  the  opinions  of 
pious  and  eminent  preachers  of  the  gospel. 

Above  his  eminence  as  a  patriot  and  physician  rose  his  character  as  a 
Christian.  Convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures  he  endeavoured  to  extend 
their  circulation.  His  defence  of  the  Bible,  as  a  book  proper  to  be  used  in 
schools,  published  at  a  time  when  infidelity  carried  a  more  brazen  front  than 
at  the  present  day,  has  been  eminently  beneficial  to  his  country.  He  was  a 
'  prime  mover  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society,  drafted  its  constitution,  and 
was  one  of  its  Vice  Presidents  from  its  organization  until  his  death.  Accustom* 
ed  to  read  the  sublime  truths  of  the  gospel,  he  made  judicious  selections,  and 
presented  them  to  his  friends  and  correspondents  with  pious  and  appropriate 
expositions.  His  lectures  were  adorned  with  the  richest  beauties  of  inspira* 
tion.  He  variegated  his  illustration's  with  the  colours  of  heaven. 

Though  the  whole  religious  creed  of  Dr.  Kush,  accorded  not  entirely, 
with  that  of  any  Christian  denomination,  his  cardinal  opinions  were  altogether 
ovangelical.  His  dependence  for  eternal  life  was  on  the  atonement  of  the  Sod 
of  God.  He  consecrated  his  sincerity  in  this  dependence  by  receiving  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  supper  in  his  chamber  the  day  before  his  dissolution. 
He  uniformly  lived  the  life  of  a  Christian,  and  died  professing  a  hope  in  the 
Saviour  of  man. 

Of  his  sentiments  respecting  the  Christian  religion  Dr.  Rush  has  left  the- 
following  precise  and  satisfactory  record. 

The  perfect  morality  of  the  gospel  rests  upon  a  doctrine  which,  though 
“  often  controverted,  has  never  been  refuted — the  vicarious  life  and  death  of 
the  Son  qf  God.  This  sublime  and  ineffable  doctrine  delivers  us  from  the 
absurd  hypotheses  of  modem  philosophers  concerning  the  foundation'  of 
“  moral  obligation,  and  fixes  it  upon  the  self*moving  principle  of  Love.  The 
miraculous  conception  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world  by  a  virgin  is  not  more 
**  opposed  to  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  nor  is  the  doctrine  of  atonement 
«  more  above  human  reason  than  those  moral  precepts  which  command  us  to 
*(  love  our  enemies,  or  even  to  die  for  our  friends.” 

This  judicious  paragraph  completely  answers  volumes  of  vulgar  derision 
on  the  Saviour’s  birth,  published  by  the  execrable  Paine  and  his  profane  as* 
sociates.  There  is  not  one  man  above  the  condition  of  an  idiot,  who  will  not 
admire  the  sentiment  and  morality  of  that  precept  which  teaches  him  to  love 
his  enemies;  yet  if  we  scrutinize  the  human  heart,  and  rightly  analyze  the 
nature  of  all  its  motives  and  propensities,  we  shall  at  once  see  that  the  duty 
which  Christianity  teaches  in  this  particular,  is  not  more  contrary  to  our  cba* 
racter,  while  we  yet  remain  in  an  unregenerated  state,  than  the  miracles  pf 
the  gospel  are  opposed  to  the  infidel’s  law  of  nature.  ^ 
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•  The  predominant  trait  in  the  character  of  Dr.  Rush,  as  a  mant  was  benevo* 
lence.  A  few  examples  will  serve  to  illustrate  its  quality  and  degree. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Society  “  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,” 
and  since  the  year  1803,  until  his  death,  was  unanimously  chosen  its  presU 
dent  at  every  annual  election.  He  was  a  leader  in  the  enterprize  that  erected 
the  African  Episcopal  Church  in  Philadelphia.  In  testimony  of  their  gratitude 
for  these  services,  the  negroes  solicited  and  obtained  permission  to  walk  in 
procession  to.  the  grave  before  the  remains  of  their  departed  benefactor. 

Benevolence  made  his  visits  to  the  Hospital  daily  recreations;  and  instigated 
his  immortal  work,  the  Diseases  of  the  Mind,”  to  alleviate  the  condition  of 
the  wretched  maniac. 

Dr.  Rush  once  visited  an  unfortunate  debtor  in  Jail,  to  whose  family  lie  had 
been  physician,  and  on  leaving  him  put  into  his  hand  more^than  the  aggregate 
sum  of  the  fees  received  of  him  while  in  prosperity  for  professional  services. 
Memorable  illustration!  worthy  to  be  recorded  on  the  same  page  with  the 
parable  of  the  Samaritan. 

He  exempted  from  charges,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  the  auxiliaries  of 
the  sick.  He. conscientiously  appropriated  the  emoluments  of  his  practice^ on 
the  sabbath  day  to  charitable  purposes. 

To  his  essays  against  human  slavery,  and  on  the  punishment  of  crimes, 
could  be  added  a  series  of  anecdotes,  all  tending  to  manifest  the  dominion  of 
benevolence  over  his  heart. 

If  to  his  professional  celebrity  be  added,  his  benevolence,  patriotism  and 
religion.  Dr.  Rush  will  be  set  down  as  a  brilliant  star  in  the  galaxy  of  Ame«' 
rican. worthies.  His  fame  associated  with  the  renown  of  Howard,  Sydenham, 
Cullen,  Boyle,  Newton,  Davies,  and  Washington.  His  memory,  like  their 
memories,  will  endure  until  time  shall  be  immersed  in  the  ocean  of  eternity.  . 

Eclectic  Jiepertory--.‘Staughton*s  Eulogy— Lettsonfs  Recollections. 

F.S.  It  was  with  great  pleasure  I  received  the  following  letter  from  a  respectable  clergy, 
man  of.  this  city,  in  time  to  correct  what  I  should'  have  esteemed  a  great  error  in  the 
biographyof  Dr.  Rush.  It  was  much  to  be  expected,  that  a  man  so  wise  and  great  in 
other  affairs,  had  not  been  so  deficient  in  matters  of  religion,  as  to  postpone,  until  his 
dying  moments,  the  best  external  manifestation  of  his  faith.  In  addition  to  the  very  ac* ' 
ceptable  information  on  this  particular  head,  the  letter  here  copied  gives  a  desirable- 
narration,  from  the  best  authority,  of  the  manner  of  Dr.  Rush’s  departure. 

Philadelphia,  January,  1816.'  ‘ 

Dear  Sir, 

There  is  an  error  in  the  statement  that  Dr,  Rush  received  the  communion  in  his 
chamber,  shortly  before  his  death.  He  requested  the  prayers  of  the  church,  which  were 
offered  for  him  on  Easter  Sunday,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  was  visited  at  his  re¬ 
quest  by  Bishop  White,  who  conversed  and  prayed  with  him.  His  disease,  at  this  time, 
he  did  not  suppose  dangerous,  but  he  grew  worse  in  the  course  of  the  night  and  died 
the  next  day.  On  the  day  of  his  decease  Mrs.  Rush  felt  his  forehead,  and  observed  to 
him  that  be  seemed  to  be  in  a  fine  perspiration.  He  replied,  my  dear,  it  is  not  a  healthy 
symptom.  Shortly  afterwards  he  said,  my  excellent  wife,  I  must  leave  you;  but  God 
will  take  care  of  you;  then  dropping  from  one  of  his  hands  a  handkerchief  which  he 
held,  he  clasped  his  hands  together,  and  with  bis  eyes  lifted  to'wards  heaven,  in  the 
most  solemn  and  devotional  manner,  said,  “  By  the  mystery  of  thy  holy  incarnation;  by 
thy  holy  nativity  and  circumcision;  by  thy  baptism,  fastiner.  and  temntation:  bv  thine 
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thy  glorious  resurrection  and  ascension,  and  by  the  coining  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  blessed 
Jesus  wash  away  my  remaining  impurities,  and  receive  me  into  thy  everlasting  arms.” 
He  Speke  indistinctly  afterwards,  but  this  was  the  last  sentence  he  was  understood  to 
utter.  Doctor  Rush  had  frequently  communicated  whilst  in  health  both  in  the  Episco¬ 
palian  and  Presbyterian  churches;  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  chiefly 'with  Dr.  Wilson 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Market  Street.  Mrs.  Rush  assured  me  he  was  a 
firm  believer  in  the  Divinity  of  Christ  and  the  evangelical  doctrines  of  his  religion. 

Your's  respectfully,  J.  M. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Evangelical  Repository. 


Reflections  on  the  Present  State  of  the  Christian  World, 

•  Anew  era  has  opened  on  the  Christian  World.  From  the  guilty  slumbers 
of  ageS)  the  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  are  awaking.  They  now  look  upon  the 
ignorance  and  miseries  of  mankind  with  a  compassion  corresponding  with  the 
t^nevolence  of  the  religion  they  profess;  and  they  are  devising  and  executing 
schemes  for  the  illumination  and  conversion  of  nations,  that  accord  with  the 
grandeur  of  the  predicUons,  and  glory  of  the  promises  relating  to  the  future 
state  of  the  church  oh  earth. 

The  Christian  is  astonished,  his  heart  is  refreshed,  when  he  contrasts  the 
present  state  of  religion  in  the  world  with  its  gloomy  state  something  more 
than  twenty  years  ago.  In  that  lowering,  period,  infidelity  was  making  fearful 
ravages  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  Europe;  and  such  was  the  success  at. 
tending  the  efforts  of  its  apostles,  that  they  indulged  the  hope  of  gaining  a 
complete  victory  over  our  holy  religion,  and  of  consigning  the  world  to  the 
government  of  a  vain  and  self-sufficient  philosophy.  But  they  knew  not  that 
they  were  fighting  against  that  omnipotent  Being  who  sets  bounds  to  the 
raging  ocean,  and  says,  thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther;  and  here 

shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed.”  When  the  enemy  was  coming  in  like  a 
flood,  the  Spirit  of  God  lifted  up  a  standard  against  him.  The  threatening 
surges  have  been  calmed;  the  desolating  torrent  rolled  back;  and  Christianity, 
like  the  bow  in  the  clouds,  appears  amid  the  tumults  of  the  world  to  bless  its 
wretched  inhabitants.  The  cause  of  Christ  has  revived;  it  has  gained  an 
amazing  accession  of  activity  and  zeal.  Christians  are  labouring  to  diffuse  the 
knowledge  of  evangelical  truths,  and  to  extend  the  empire  of  their  Redeemer, 
with  efforts  and  energy  unknown  in  former  ages.  They  have  formed  the 
noble  design,  not  only  of  recovering  what  has  been  lost  in  Europe,  but  of 
pushing  the  triumphs  of  the  gospel  over  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Various  agencies  have  combined  their  influence  to  produce  this  most  auspi- 
'  cious  change  in  the  state  of  religion.  In  this  short  paper  only  a  few  of  the 
most  prominent  can  be  named.  Missionary  Societies  stand  foremost  among 
the  instruments  which  God  has  been  pleased  to  honour,  in  producing  that  revi¬ 
val  of  religion  with  which  various  parts  of  Christendom  has  been  visited.  The 
compassion  which  Christians  have  shown  to  heathen  nations,  has  been  amply 
rewarded  by  blessings  at  home.  While  the  church  was  watering  others  she 
was  watered  by  her  Glorious  Head.  In  England  the  gospel  was  never  more 
generally  and  extensively  preached  than  it  has  been  since  the  operation  of 
missionary  societies  abroad.  Thus,  the  objection  to  foreign  missions, 
grounded  on  the  benighted  condition  of  many  at  home,  has  received  a  practi¬ 
cal  refutation.  The  sublime  object  contemplated  by  these  noble  associations, 
-has  awakened  the  energies  of  Christians,  and  redoubled  their  zeal  and  activity 
in  spreading  the  knowledge  and  influence  of  religion  in  every  direction.  The 
intrepidity  and  self-denial  of  the  missionary,  has  provoked  the  emulation  of 
those  whom  he  left  behind,  in  the  enjoyments  of  the  blessings  of  civilized 
life,  and  made  them  feel,  their  obligations  to  be  active  at  home  in  promoting 
the  cause  of  truth  and  piety.  . 


Sunday  Schools  and  Benevolent  Assoeiations, 

to  extend  their  benefits  to  other  places.  With  this  view,  the  Female  Sabfaeth 
Association  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  have  deputed  me  to  solicit 
your  earnest  endeavours  for  the  promotion  of  a  school  in  your  place  of  wor* 
ship,  and  as  a  stimulus  to  exertion,  to  present  you  with  a  report  of  the  state 
of  the  school  under  its  care,  and  a  copy  of  our  constitution. 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  Society  in  September  1815,  there  have  been 
50()  male  and  female  children  admitted  to  the  school;  many  who  were  at> 
tracted  by  the  charm  of  novelty  have  since  withdrawn;  about  two  thirds  re« 
main,  and  are  remarkably  attentive  and  diligent  in  their  studies;  some  of 
them  recite  whole  chapters  in  the  Bible,  others,  questions  in  the  catechism, 
hymns,  &c.  and  many  have  made  considerable  progress  in  spelling  and  read* 
ing;  in  several  instances  their  improvement  has  been  surprising,  and  in  most 
cases  highly  encouraging  to  the  Society.  We  have  regular  meetings,  once  a 
month,  on  the  Sabbath,  when  the  boys  and  girls  are  assembled  in  one  room; 
a  sermon  or  exhortation  is  then  delivered  expressly  for  them,  by  a  minister 
or  layman  appointed  by  the  Society,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  these 
meetings  have  been  attended  with  divine  blessings. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  noble  example  exhibited  to  us  by  the  fem^e  mem* 
bers  of  the  Church  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  James  Patterson,  in  the 
Northhm  Liberties,  who  commenced  their  school  in  May,  for  the  establish* 
ment  of  ours,  which  was  the  second;  since  we  began,  six  others  have  been 
instituted  nearly  upon  the  same  plan,  and  their  success  has  exceeded  the 
most  sanguine  expectations.  It  is  computed  that  not  less  than  2000  little  va* 
grants,  are  rescued  from  the  highways  and  hedges,  and  compelled  to  come 
into  the  house  of  God:  thus,  instead  of  seeing  our  streets  crowded  with  chil* 
dren  on  the  Sabbath,  blaspheming  the  name  of  Jehovah,  we  behold  them 
flocking  to  the  gates  of  Zion,  and  raising  their  voices  in  hymns  of  praise  to 
their  Creator.  Several  other  societies  have  arisen  from  the  schools,  viz.  The 
Dorcas  Society  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  the  Lydian  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
to  assist  in  clothing  the  children,  and  the  Female  Tract  Society,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  purchasing  and  printing  tracts  and  books,  suited  to  their  capacities. 

Upon  reviewing  these  circumstances,  we  are  constrained  to  say,  what 
hath  God  wrought”  by  such  feeble  instruments?  “  Ab<  unto  usy  O  Lord^  not 
unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  be  all  the  glory!” 

And  what  shall  we  say  more?  Will  not  the  bare  statement  of  these  facts  be’ 
sufficient  to  induce  you  to  engage  in  a  work  so  glorious?  We  will  only  add, 
—do  you  wish  to  be  missionaries?  And  what  Christian  has  not  at  some  favoured 
moment  felt  such  a  desire?  Do  you  wish  to  be  missionaries?  You  need  not 
forsake  your  native  land,  nor  brave  the  perils  of  the  deep;  you  need  not  leave 
the  social  circle,  nor  even  your  own  domestic  altar.  No!  The  heathen  are  in 
your  streets,  and  often  at  your  very  doors,  and  their  miseries  cry  aloud,  “  no 
one  careth  for  my  soul!”  And  shall  they  cry  in  vain?  Oh  no,  we  are  persuad* 
ed  better  things  of  you,  and  hope  things  that  accompany  salvation.  Methinks 
your  hearts  already  glow  with  love  to  souls,  and  respond  “  Lord,  here  am  I; 
send  me.” 

It  has  been  considered  a  duty  in  our  meetings,  to  pray  for  the  increase  of 
-  these  schools,  and  perhaps  one  great  cause  of  their  multiplication  has  been 

Pving  to  this  circumstance;  we  would  therefore  recommend  earnest  and  per- 
yering  prayer.  “  Wait  on  the  Lord;  be  of  good  courage  and  he  shall  strengthen 
ine  heart:  wait,  I  say,  on  the  Lord.^ 

When  the  great  and  awful  day  shall  arrive,  in  which  “  wf  must  all  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,”  .what  will  then  be  your  feelings,  should  any 
of  these  little  immortals  hail  you  as  the  instruments  of  their  salvation?  They 
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Ik  addition  to  the  numerous  pious  and  benevolent  institutions  already 
established  in  this  city,  we  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  managers  of  the  Bible 
Society  have  it  in'  contemplation  to  invite  the  attention  of  their  fellow  citizens 
generally,  to  the  laudable  object  of  furthering  and  extending  the  gratuitous 
distribution  of  the  holy  scriptures  through  the  instrumentality  of  Bible  Asso* 
ciations.  We  are  informed  also  that  a  Marine  Association  is  likewise  contem¬ 
plated  to  be  formed  out  of  that  valuable  class  of  citizens,  who  either  have 
been  or  now  are  accustomed  to  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  and  who  have 
seen  the  wonders  of  God  in  the  deep.  What  pleasing  consequences  may  we 
not  expect  from  the  united  zeal  and  pious  endeavours  of  so  great  a  portion 
of  our  citizens  as  we  fondly  hdpe  will  thus  willingly  co-operate  in  dis¬ 
seminating  the  word  of  life,  the  gospel  of  salvation,  who  will  thus  cheerfully 

come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord— to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the 
mighty?” 

<<Let  the  people  praise  thee  O  God!  Let  all  the  people  praise  thee!” 

“The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth  rejoice.”  In  the  pleasing  prospect  of 
Zion’s  prosperity,  we  cannot  but  notice  with  unfeigned  pleasure  the  union 
and  harmony  of  the  pious  of  various  denominations  in  carrying  forward  the 
great  and  important  work.  The  words  of  the  apostle  may  now  be  literally 
applied  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Zion;  and 
the  prayer  of  the  believer  is,  “  Grace  be  with  ail  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  sincerity.”  Christians  be  encouraged!  it  is  your  duty  to  pray  and  not 
to  faint,  and  be  not  faithless  but  believing.  Cry  mightily  unto  God— “  Ye  that 
“  make  mention  of  the  Lord  keep  not  silence:  and  give  him  no  rest  till  he 
“  establish  and  till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth.”  W.  H. 

p  ■  . 

CIRCULAR. 

Philadelfihta^  January^  1 8 16; 

T HE  Managers  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  conceiving  it  neces- 
ry  to  take  efficient  measures  for  extending  the  usefulness  of  that  institution 
ithin  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  adjacent  districts,  gave  it  recently  in 
arge  to  a  committee  to  devise  and  propose  a  plan  for  that  pui^se.  The  re- 
It  of  their  deliberations  is  contained  in  the  following  report,  which  having 
eived  the  sanction  of  the  managers,  they  have  directed  the  same  to  be  pub- 
IlRhed,  and  appointed  the  undersigned  a  committee  for  assisting  in  carrying 
tiie  measures  it  contemplates  into  effect.— The  committee  state, 
fF.M  That.  the. subjects  referred  to  them  have  impressed  their  minds  as  very 
interesting  and  important,  and  received,  they  trust,  in  some  measure,  the  con- 
■deration  to  which  they  are  entitled.  Whilst  a  commendable  zeal  has  been  dis- 
jn  sending  the  Bible  for  distribution  in^o  distant  parts,  in  exciting  in 
~  er  places  such  an  interest  in  the  great  cause  as  may  lead  to  the  formation 
ew  societies,  and  .in  various  other  miscellaneous  departments  of  duty,  the 
mittee  apprehend  that  sufficient  exertions  have  not  been  employed  in  rela¬ 
te  the  large  number  of  poor  within  our  own  city  and  the  adjacent  districts, 
ascertain  the  wants  of  our  indigent  brethren  in  regard  to  the  sacred  scrip- 
s,  to  adopt  the  most  efficient  means  for  supplying  them,  and  as  auxiliary 
ese  objects  to  interest  their  affections  by  making  them  co-workers  with 
n  our  important  undertaking  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be 
e  atonement  for  past  omissions,  and  greatly  subserve  the  useful  design  of 
institution.  Of  the  various  methods  of  effecting  these  ends  that  have  sug- 
ed  themselves,  none  has  appeared  to  the  committee  more  eligible  than 
pursued  in  England,  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
ety,  in  the  establishment  of  subordinate  local  societies  under  the  name  of 
e  Associations.  Into  these  associations  persons  of  all  the  different  closes 
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in  society  may  be  admitted,  but  they  are  principally  composed  of  persons  to 
whom  a  large  annual  contribution  would  be' inconvenient,  or  whose  sentU 
ments,  situation  in  life,  or  habits  would  incline  them  to  a  preference  of  this 
method  of  being  useful.  They  achieve  to  a  very  desirable  extent  the  objects 
already  noticed  by  the  committee.  Their  numbers  being  large  and  their 
sphere  of  aelion  limited,  they  can  readily  explore  the  district  within  which 
they  act,  and  discover  almost  every  suitable  depository  for  a  Bible.  Receiving 
small  stated  contributions  from  the  poor  themselves,  they  enlist  the  affections 
and  activity  of  the  pious  and  well  disposed,  and  even  obtain  from  some  of  a 
different  character,  a  portion  of  those  earnings  too  often  devoted  to  the  most 
pernicious  uses.  However  insignificant,  and  trifling,  these  contributions  of  the 
poorer  classes  may  at  first  view  appear,  experience  has  shewn  that  without 
injuriously  lessening  the  means  of  individual  subsistence,  they  constitute  in 
mass  a  very  considerable  addition  to  the  sum  of  charity,  whilst  the  agency  of 
the  contributors  in  the  active  duties  of  the  association  is  of  the  greatest  utility 
in  furthering  the  great  design. 

“  The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  immediate  mea> 
sures  for  the  fomation  of  a  suitable  number  of  these  Associations,  and  with 
that  view,  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

‘^Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  promote  the  formation  of  Bible  Asso¬ 
ciations  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark,  the  townships 
of  the  Northern  Liberties,  Moyamensing,  Germantown,  Penn  and  Blockley, 
the  village  of  Kensington,  and  the  borough  of  Frankfort  respectively,  for  the, 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  wants  of  the  poor  in  regard  to  the  sacred  scrip¬ 
tures,  taking  measures  for  supplying  the  same,  and  especially  promoting 
amongst  individuals  small  stated  contributions  for  this  benevolent  purpose. 

<<  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  by  this  Board  to  the  persons  who 
may  meet  together,  to  originate  such  associations  in  the  above  named  dis¬ 
tricts,  or  any  others  in  which  the  same  may  be  formed,  to  pursue,  as  near  as 
may  be,  the  following  principles  as  the  basis  of  theic  proceedings. 

^  l.The  object  of' the  association  shall  be  to  assist  the  Bible  Society  of 
Philadelphia  in  the  circulation  of  the  sacred  scriptures  Without  note  or  com¬ 
ment. 

2.  Every  person  subscribing  six  cents  per  montb>  shall,  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  such  payment,  be  a  member  of  the  association:  payments  to  be 
made  monthly,  quarterly,  or  semi-annually,  at  the  discretion  of  the  member. 

**  3.  The  business  of  the  association  shall  be  conducted  by  an  acting  com¬ 
mittee  consisting  of  a  secretary  and  treasurer,  together  with  six,  ten,  twelve 
or  more  members,  according  to  the  extent  and  population  of  the  district  with¬ 
in  which  the  association  is  formed,  to  be  elected  annually,  by  the  members 
of  the  association. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  acting  committee,  by  personal  solicitation 
and  otherwise,  to  increase  the  number  of  members,  to  ascertain  the  state  of 
the  district,  and  the  wants  of  the  poor  therein  with  regard  to  the  Bible,  to 
enquire  what  individuals  may  be  willing  to  purchase  the  same  at  its  full 
value,  or  at  a  reduced  price,  or  to  receive  the  same  gratuitously;  to  take 
measvires  for  furnishing  the  same  in  each  of  the  above  methods  to  the  extent 
of  their  funds,  and  where  they  prove  deficient  to  apply  to  the  Board  of  Mana¬ 
gers  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  for  such  assistance  as  they  may  require. 

“5.  To  save  expense  and  ensure  a  punctual  collection  and  faithful  pay¬ 
ment  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  monthly,  quarterly  and  semi; 
annual  payments,  the  duty  of  collecting  the  same  shall  be  performed  by  the 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  each  association  shall  be  held  at 
such  place  as  the  acting  committee  may  appoint  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
April,  at  which  time  the  officers  shall  be  elected,  and  a  report  be  made  by.  the 
acting  committee  of  their  proceedings  during  the  past  year.  It  shall  also  be 
the  duty  of  the  acting  committee  to  communicate  a  copy  of  their  said  report 
to  the  Managers  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  immediately  after  , the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  association,  in  order  that  such  useful  information  as  it 
may  contain  may  be  published  in  the  anuual  report  of  said  managers. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  plan  of  these  associations  which  the  committee 
would  respectfully  submit  to  the  board,  under  a  sanguine  hope  of  their 
proving  eminently  serviceable  in  the  good  work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

*‘The  introduction  of  the  Bible  into  more  general  use,  amongst  that  valua¬ 
ble  class  of  citizens,  who  navigate  the  ships  and  vessels  of  our  port,  is  an  ob¬ 
ject  that  has  already  engaged  the  attention  of  the  board;  but  the  measures 
heretofore  pursued  have  been  but  of  very  restricted  operation.  The  committee 
conceive,  that  if  pious  and  well  inclined  masters  and  mates  of  vessels  could  be 
induced  to  associate  in  the  form  of  a  society  for  the  express  purpose  of  placing 
the  sacred  volume  in  the  hands  of  their  seafaring  brethren,  from  whom  small 
stated  contributions  might  be  obtained  in  aid  of  the  design,  great  good  would 
be  the  result. 

They  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

‘‘  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  promote  the  formation  of  a  Marine 
Bible  Society  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  to  consist  of  gentlemen  who  are  of 
rank  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  who  have  been  or  are  now  masters 
and  mates  of  vessels,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  small  stated  contribu¬ 
tions  on  the  part  of  seafaring  people,  and  the  general  circulation  of  the  Bible 
amongst  persons  of  that  description. 

In  order  to  encourage  at  their  outset  the  associations  now  contemplated, 
the  committee  further  recommend  that  it  be — 

Resolved,  That  this  board  will  supply,  at  prime  cost,  such  Bibles  as 
may  be  required  for  distribution  by  the  Bible  Associations  that  may  be  formed 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  or  its  vicinity,  and  also  by  the  Marine  Society  of 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  should  an  institution  be  established,  and  afford  them 
such  other  assistance  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  requisite  and  practicable. 

“  Finally,  the  committee  propose^  if  the  foregoing  plan  should  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  Board,  that  a  committee  of  nine  members  be  appointed  to 
assist  in  carrying  the  same  into  effect/^ 

Such  Sir,  is  the  extensive  plan  of  usefulness  which,  from  the  best  evidence 
of  its  advantages  in  Great  Britain  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  the  Bible  So¬ 
ciety  of  Philadelphia  have  been  induced  to  propose  to  the  acceptance  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  To  give  it  effect,  a  general  co-operation,  either  by  contribu¬ 
tion  or  personal  exertion,  is  indispensable.  We  therefore,  affectionately  and 
earnestly  hope  the  friends  of  religion  and  morality  of  every  denomination  of 
Christians,  will  come  forward  in  aid  of  a  design,  which  we  humbly  trust,  under 
the  directions  of  divine  Providence,  will  result  in  great  benefit  to  our  indi¬ 
gent  fellow  Christians,  to  the  community,  and  to  the  cause  of  our  blessed  Re¬ 
deemer.  Your  personal  efforts  in  favour  of  the  plan  we  presume  very  respect¬ 
fully  to  solicit. 

JACOB  J.  JANEWAY, 

WILLIAM  STAUGHTON, 

F.  C.  H.  HELMUTH, 

JACOB  BRODHEAD, 

JAMES  MILNOR, 

WILLIAM  HASLETT, 

WILLIAM  SHUFFLEBOTTOM, 
ROBERT  RALSTON, 

‘  JAMES  MOORE. 
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Tenets  (if  the  JVew  Jerusalem  Church. 


New  Jerusalem  Church. 

An  »«lvcrti8enient  which  lately  appeared  in  the  papers  of  this  city,  has  excited  no  little  enquiry 
about  the  particular  doctrines  of“The  New  Jerusalem  Church.”  We  believe  the  following  are 
the  leading  doctrines  of  that  sect — they  are  at  least  the  doctrines  taught  in  the  writings  of 
liMAJtuEi.  SwanENBOUROH,  its  founder. 

Of  God  and  the  TWnft/.— There  is  but  one  God,  in  essence  and  in  fierson 
one;  in  whom  there  is  a  Divine  Trinity  of  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,— 
and  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  is  that  God.— This  Trinity  maybe 
compared  to  the  sou^'Vidy  and  operation  in  every  individual  man.  The  Fa¬ 
ther  is  the  Divine  esse, — the  all-begetting  Divinity,— answering  to  the  soul 
of  man:— the  Son  is  the  Humanity  of  Jesus  Christ  made  Divine  and  united 
to  the  Father,  or  in  other  words,  the  Divine  Humanity, — answering  to  the 
body  of  man: — and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  Divine  energy  proceeding  from  the 
Father,  through  or  out  of  the  Son, — answering  to  the  operations  of  the' soul 
and  body  of  man  together.  Therefore,  the  Lord,  as  Father,  is  first  cause 
and  creator  of  all  things  from  eternity;— as  Son,  the  redeemer  in  fime;— and, 
as  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  regenerator  to  eternity. 

Of  Predestination  and  Providence,— .X.  God,  from  the  nature  of  his  Divine 
Lrfive,  willeth  the  salvation  of  all  men  and  angels^  and  created  none  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  erer/ae/in^  rfeaf A;— Wherefore, 

2.  Divine  Love,  through  Divine  Wisdom,  hath  provided  the  means  where¬ 
by  every  man  may  be  eaved;— which  means  are  refraining  from  evil  as  sins 
against  God;— .an  acknoiuledgement  of  God;  and  a  life  of  Charity  and  Faith,  on 
the  part  of  the  creature.  These  are  the  means,  conditions  and  causes  of  salva¬ 
tion— and  every  one  receives  from  God  the  power  of  using  them  as  his  own. 

3.  Those  who  do  not  use  this  power,  consequently  cannot  be  saved,  as  being 
unfit  subjects  of  the  Heavenly  life;— Aur  it  is  contrary  to  Divine  Love  to 
loith.hold  the  means  of  salvation  from  any  one, 

4.  The  divine  grace  of  God  foiveth  unto  all  men,— but  those  who  will  not 
receive  and  apply  it,  but  follow  the  wicked  inclinations  of  their  own  corrupt 
nature,  in  the  pursuit  and  practice  of  evil,  and  neglect  to  exercise  their  free¬ 
will  in  co-operating  with  that  Divine  gift,— thereby  harden  their  own  hearts 
and  blind  their  understandings,  until  at  length  they  become  totally  unfitted 
for  the  reception  of  heavenly  light  and  lifo,  and  consequently  cannot  be 
saved. 

Of  Original  Sin  and  Hereditary  Evil. — 1.  Hereditary  evils  exist,  and  are  in¬ 
herited  from  -  parents  successively,  but  they  are  not  imputed,  except  to  those 
who  make  them  their  own  by  actual  commission;— consequently  all  infants 
are  saved. 

.  2.  This  corruption  of  our  nature,  by  a  life  of  charity  and  faith  and  conse¬ 
quent  regeneration,  may  in  a  great  degree  be  extirpated,  and  the  mere  natu¬ 
ral  affections  reduced  to  a  degree  of  heavenly  order. 

Of  Christ  the  Mediator,  and  of  Redemption.— \.  It  pleased  Jehovah  God,  in 
bis  eternal  purpose,  and  in  the  fulness  of  time,  to  assume  the  human  nature 
in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  mankind  and  glo¬ 
rifying  that  Humanity,  which  is  called  the  Son  of  God. 

2-  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  Divine  Truth  by  acts  of  Redemption,  which 
were  spiritual  combats  with,  and  subjection  of  the  Hells  and  infernal  spirits,  and 
the  removal  of  evils  from  man; — as  also  by  the  glorification  of  his  Humanity, 
and  the  uniting  of  it  with  the  Father  or  Divine  Good  (by  which  man  was  en¬ 
abled  to  approach  nearer  to  the  Divinity,  and  the  Divinity  to  man)  hath  fully 
established  the  means  of  salvation  to  all  those  who  live  a  life  of  charitv.  and 
keefi  his  commandment s, 

3.  1  his  Humanity  being  the  medium  by  which  man  may  come  to  God  the 

Father^  and^  God  the  Father  to  man^  and  thereby  be  his  teacher  and  guide 
‘‘  unto  salvation, ~there fore  the  Son  of  Cod,  by  whom  is  meant  the  Hu- 
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“  manity  of  God  the  Father,  is  called  the  Saviour,  and  the  Mediatart  Inter- 
**  ceesion^  consequently,  isfier/ietual  mediation;  for  true  love,  whence  mercy, 

clemency  and  grace  proceed,  fierfietually  intercedethy  that  is  mediateth  for 
« those  who  do  Ida  eommandmentay  and  are  thereby  the  objects  of  his  love.’* 

4.  The  love  and  mercy  of  God  is  manifested,  in  his  freely  providing  the 
means  of  salvation  to  all  mankind,  by  his  assuming  the  human'  nature,  and 
therein,  by  acts  of  redemption,  removing  hell  or  evil  from  them;  thereby  giv¬ 
ing  them  fiowr  to  receive  and  ap/ily  the  influences  of  his  holy  spirit,  and  to 
Bve  a  life  of  charity  and  faith,  as  the  condition  of  eternal  life  and  salvation. 

Of  Free-Will,— Man,  by  increase  of  hereditary  evil,  is  naturally  averse 
from  spiritual  things;  but  every  one  receives  from  the  Lord  the  fiower  of 
doing  good,  and  refraining  from  evil,  and  of  preparing  himself  hy  such  acts  for 
eternal  life; — of  course,  man  hathfree-will  in  spiritual  things. 

Of  Effectual  Calling  and  Regeneration.— -I .  All  those  %vho  refrain  from 
evils,  and  live  a  life  of  charity  and  faith,  are,  by  the  co-operation  of  the  holy 
spirit,  gradually  removed  from  the  state  of  sin  and  corruption  which  they  are 
in  by  nature,  to  a  spiritual  state  of  virtue  and  purity, — and  finally  to  salvation. 

2.  This  spiritual  state  of  Heavenly  purity,  is  effected  solely  by  the  exertions 
of  man’sy'rer-wtV/  (in  refraining  from  evils  as  sins  against  God,  and  living  a 
good  life)  co-operating  with  the  divine  influence  flowing  unto  all;  thereby 
making  himself  a  fit  subject  for  the  reception  of  further  communications  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,— which  co-operates  so  far  only  in  regeneration,  as  man  exerts 
his  free-will. 

Of  They  who  having  never  heard  of  the  Gospel,  and  know 

not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,— -(/'  they  acknowledge  the  being  of  a  God,  and  live 
a  conscientious  life  of  charity  and  virtue,  according  to  the  best  light  they  have; 
thereby  become  fit  receptacles  of  the  life  and  faith  of  Heaven,  in  their  de¬ 
gree,  and  are  consequently  saved. 

Of  Justification  and  Good  Works.— \ .  Those  who  live  a  life  of  goodness  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  commandments,  and  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  will  be 
saved;  and  such  life  and  faith  will  be  imputed  to  them. 

2.  Such  life  of  goodness  and  charity,  is  the’  essential  means  of  salvation  and 
justification, — yet  it  is  never  alone,— always  producing  and  accompanying  a 
faith  interiorly  suitable  to  its  nature  and  quality. 

Of  Fcdth.—X.TheprincipaloxX's,  of  saving  Faith  are,  an  acknowledgment  that 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  Gorf,— and  a  life  qf  active  virtue  and  usefulness, 
which  are  keeping  the  commandments. 

2.  This  Faith  justifies  and  save  sinners,  because  such  good  works  and  active 
virtues  (the  essence  of  all  true  faith)  prepare  the  sinner  for  the  reception  of 
that  Divine  grace  which  floweth  unto  all  men;— therefore  these  good  and  vir¬ 
tuous  acts  of  the  creature,  are  imputejd  to  him,  and  are  instruments  by  which 
be  recerveth  and  applieth  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  salvation. 

Of  Repentance. — Repentance,  (which  is  an  acknowledgment  of,  and  re¬ 
fraining  from  all  evils  because  they  are  sins  against  God,  and  leading  a  new 
life  according  to  his  commandments)  is  the  only  means  of  making  satisfaction 
for  sin,  and  the  only  cause  of  the  pardon  thereof;— and  it  is  of  such  necessity 
to  all  sinners,  that  none  may  expect  pardon  without  it. 

JESUS  CHRIST. 

The  following  description  of  the  person  of  the  Redeemer  is  translated 
from  a  speech  of  Publius  Lentulus,  its  president,  to  the  Roman  Senate,  in 
the  reign  of  Tiberius  Caesar. 

Conscript  Fathers, 

There  has  appeared  in  these  our  days,  a  man  of  great  virtue,  named  Jesus 
Christ,  who  is  yet  living  among  us,  and,  by  the  Gentiles  is  accepted  for  a  pro¬ 
phet  of  truth;  but  his  own  disciples  call  him  the  Son  of  God.  He  raiseth  the 
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dead,  and  curcth  all  manner  of  diseases.  A  man  of  stature  somewhat  tall  and 
comely,  with  a  very  reverend  countenance,  such  as  the  “beholders  may  both 
love  and  fear;  his  hair  the  colour  of  a  filbert  fully  ripe,  plain  to  his  ears, 
whence  downward  it  is  more  orient,  somewhat  curling,  and  waving  about  his 
shoulders.  In  the  midst  of  his  head  is  a  seam,  or  a  partition  of  his  hair,  after 
the  manner  of  the  Naz’erites;  his  forehead  plain  and  delicate,  his  face  without 
spot  or  wrinkle,  beautified  with  a  comely  red;  his  nose  and  mouth  exactly 
formed,  his  beard  thick,  coloured  like  his  hair,  not  of  any  great  length,  but 
forked;  his  aspect  innocent,  bis  eyes  blue,  clear,  and  quick— in  reproving 
terrible — in  admonishing  courteous— in  speaking  very  modest  and  wise— in 
proportion  of  body  well  shaped.— None  have  seen  him  laugh,  but  many  have 
seen  bim  weep— a  man  in  singular  beauty  surpassing  the  children  of  men.'* 
The  authenticity  of  this  communication  is  as  well  established,  as  that  of  the 
speeches  of  Cicero  against  Veres  or  Cataline. 


Religious  and  Literary  Intelligence. 

Revival*. — ^There  is  in  the  congregation,  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Patterson,  a  very  extensive  and  interesting  revival.  It  is  in  an  inci* 
pient  state.  The  preliminaries  to  it  would  form  an  interesting  narrative,  which 
for  the  want  of  room,  I  cannot  in  this  number  attempt.  There  are  known 
already  one  hundred  cases  of  deep  conviction;  few  only  have  as  yet  result* 
ed  in  hopeful  conversion. 

It  is  proper,  also,  that  I  should  take  notice  of  a  revival,  that  has  for  some 
time  existed  in  the  Baptist  Congregation,  under  the  ministration  of  the  Rev. 
William  White.  It  is  said  that  it  has  produced  a  great  accession  to  that  church, 
within  a  very  short  period.  I  would  be  very  much  obliged  to  any  one  compe*  / 
tent,  who  would  undertake  to  furnish  the  details  of  both  these  revivals.  They 
would  greatly  interest  the  whole  community. 


It  is  with  emotions  of  exultation,  I  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  announce 
that,  a  Religious  Historical  Society  is  proposed  to  be  formed  in  this  city.  A 
plan  for  its  organization  is  now  in  preparation.  London  claims  the  honour  of 
originating  the  Bible  Society.  Philadelphia  will  rival  in  distinction  the  great 
emporium  of  Europe  by  the  creation  of  a  Religious  Historical  Society,  on  an 
extensive  and  liberal  basis.  Such  an  institution  is  wanting  to  complete  a  climax 
in  the  grand  schemes  of  the  present  age,  to  impart  religious  intelligence  and 
instruction  to  the  human  race  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  proposition 
is  not  only  laudable,  but  magnificent. 

Convention  of  Bible  Societies.  It  has  been  proposed  by  the  managers 
of  the  New'-Jersey  Bible  Society  to  establish  a  convention  in  which  all  rtie 
different  societies  could  be  represented  by  delegates.  The  proposition  was 
predicated  on  the  supposed  advantages  that  would  result  from  an  union  of 
counsel  and  co-ojwration  of  measures.  It  was,  however,  rejected  by  the  ma¬ 
nagers  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society,  after  serious  deliberation.  In  New- 
“V  ork  the  proposition  w’as  accepted,  and  the  managers  of  the  Bible  Society 
there  have  resolved  that  a  preliminary  convention  be  called,  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  question,  whether  a  general  convention  of  Bible  Societies  by 
delegation  be  desirable?  and  if  decided  in  the  affirmative,  to  report  a  constitu¬ 
tion  to  be  submitted  to  the  different  societies  in  the  United  States,  for 
adoption  or  rejection.  The  delegates  from  such  Bible  Societies  as  acquiesce 
in  the  i^oposition,  will  meet  in  the  city  of  New-York  on  the  second  Wednes- 

<  ay  of  May  next  the  time  and  place  fixed  by  discretion  of  the  President  of 
the  New-Jersey  Bible  Society. 


Printed  by  Wm.  Fry,  W»lnut,  near  Fifth  Street. 


